








































































































































































































































































































































R 5440 HONORING PUPIL STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

 

 

 
All awards shall be presented strictly on the merits of the pupils receiving them. 
  
Athletics 
  
A. A pupil complying with the following requirements in varsity competition will be awarded a 

letter by the Board of Education: 
  
1. Football and soccer 

  
Requirements: Play in 3/4 of all scheduled games, at least five minutes of each 
game, or in four full halves of three major games. 

  
2. Baseball and softball 

  
Requirements: Play in 3/4 of all scheduled games or 40 innings.  Pitcher must play 
at lest 40 innings. 

  
3. Basketball 

  
Requirements: Play in 3/4 of all scheduled games, at least five minutes of each 
game, or play in at least 192 minutes of varsity competition. 

  
4. Track 

  
Requirements: Score 12 points in open competition. 

  
5. Gymnastics 
  

Requirements: Participate in 3/4 of all scheduled meetings. 
  
6. Cross country 
  

Requirements: Participate in 3/4 of all scheduled meets. 
  
7. Bowling 
  

Requirements: Participate in 3/4 of all scheduled matches. 
  
8. Tennis 

   Requirements: Participate in 3/4 of scheduled matches. 



  
9. Cheering 
  

Requirements: Members of varsity squad and have cheered in 3/4 of all regular 
season events. 
  

B. Any player who has been a regular member of a squad for four years is eligible for his/her 
letter in senior year. 

  
C. In any questionable cases of a player being injured or for any other legitimate reason was 

unable to finish that season, it is up to the discretion of the coach as to whether or not 
the player will receive a letter. 

  
D. Freshmen athletes receive orange chenille numerals with their graduation year. 
  
E. The first year an athlete receives a varsity letter, he/she is eligible to purchase a letter jacket. 
  
Band 
  
A letter will be awarded by the Board of Education to any pupil that participates in one full year 
of marching and concert band or two football seasons in the marching band.  This participation 
must be while the pupil is enrolled in grades nine through twelve. 
  
The first year a band member receives a letter, he/she is eligible to purchase a letter jacket. 
  
Class Rank 
  
Class ranking is necessary for college applications and certain job placements.  In order to ensure 
that ranking is done in the most equitable manner, the Hasbrouck Heights Board of Education 
directs that the following procedures be followed: 
  
A. Ranking will be based upon semester grades received in all courses taken in grades nine, ten, 

eleven and first semester grades in grade 12. 
  
B. All pupils having a mathematical chance of graduating in a given year are ranked with that 

senior class. 
  
C. Class rank will be determined by transposing all appropriate letter grades to the proper 

numerical equivalent as listed in the Board regulation.  These grades will then be totaled 
and divided by the number of semesters attempted.  The results will be the pupil's class 
point average.  Pupils in each class will then be ranked in descending order of class point 
average beginning with the highest point average. 

  



D. In case of repeated courses, both grades are counted.  Courses taken in summer school are 
also counted in the ranking process. 

  
E. In the case of ties, those pupils with exactly the same class point average will then be given the 

same rank, one position below the pupil with the next higher score.  The pupil just below 
the tied individuals will be given the rank determined by the total number of pupils whose 
average exceeds his/hers.  For example, if three pupils in a class of 120 are tied for fifth 
place, all three would be given a rank of 5/120.  The next pupil would be ranked 8/120. 

  
F. A class rank for each class will be determined at the end of the eleventh grade and final rank 

at the mid-year in grade twelve. 
  
G. The pupil with the highest class point average at the conclusion of the first semester of grade 

twelve will be the class valedictorian.  The pupil with the second highest average will be 
the class salutatorian.  The pupil with the third highest average will receive the third 
honors award. 

  
H. Letter grades will be assigned the following value points per unit (a unit is defined as a course 

meeting at least five times per week for a full year) as listed below: 
  
Class Rank 
  

Class weighting: 
  

All Classes       Honors Classes 
  

A+  =   4.3          A+ =   5.3 
A =   4.0           A =   5.0 
A- =   3.7            A- =   4.7 
B+ =   3.3            B+ =   3.3 
B =   3.0            B =   4.0 
B- =   2.7            B- =   3.7 
C+ =   2.3           C+ =   3.3 
C =   2.0            C =   2.3 
C- =   1.7            C- =   2.7 
D =   1.0            D =   2.0 
F  = 0           F  = 0 

  
All honors classes are weighted with the addition of one point for each letter grade.  In addition, 
certain courses are considered to be on the honors level.  These include all level four language 
courses and the philosophy course. 
  
Class rank is computed by adding all grade values, multiplied by the number of credits earned, 
and then dividing by credits to ascertain grade point average. 



 
A. Honor Rolls 

1. Students in grades 9-12 who distinguish themselves by high academic 

achievement will be listed on an honor roll at the end of each marking 

period.  Two rolls will be published:  first honors and second honors. 

a. The first honor roll will include all students who have achieved a 

grade of not less than an A- in all subjects in that marking period. 

b. The second honor roll will include all students who have a grade 

of B or better in all subjects, excluding those students named to 

the firsts honor roll in that marking period. 

c. A student who has been given a grade of incomplete in any 

subject will be ineligible for an honor roll in that marking period. 

d. A student who has dropped a course after the mid-point of the 

marking period will be ineligible for an honor roll in that marking 

period. 

 

2. Students in grades 9-12 who have achieved academic distinction for the 

school year will be listed on an honor roll at the end of the school 

year.  Two year-end rolls will be published: first honors and second 

honors. 

a. The first honor roll will include all students who have achieved a 

final grade of at least A- in all subjects. 

b. The second honor roll will include all students who have a final 

grade of B or better in all subjects, excluding those students 

named to the high honor roll. 

c. A student who has been given a final grade of incomplete in any 

subject will be ineligible for a year-end honor roll. 

d. A student who has dropped a course after the mid-point of the 

last marking period will be ineligible for a year-end honor roll. 

3. The honor rolls are generated through Genesis. 

B. Academic Awards 

1. The student who has achieved the highest scholastic rank in the 

graduating class will be recognized as class valedictorian and will be presented 

with a medal. 



 

2. The student who has achieved the second highest scholastic rank in the 

graduating class will be recognized as class salutatorian and will be 

presented with a medal. 

3. The following academic achievement(s) of third honors will be 

recognized by the presentation of a medal. 

 
C. National Honor Society 

Students who meet the admission qualifications established by the National 

Honor Society and the Hasbrouck Heights High School Chapter will be elected to 

membership in the Society. 

 
E. Additional Recognitions 

Because it is not possible to anticipate the achievements of students in all areas 

of school and community life, all teaching staff members are directed to be alert 

to the outstanding accomplishments of students other than those listed in this 

regulation.  Any such accomplishment should be reported to the building 

Principal with a recommendation that the Board consider appropriate 

recognition of the student. 

 

F. Presentations 

1. The following award, 100% attendance in grades 9-12, will be announced 

and presented at the high school graduation ceremony. 

2. The following award, Military Enlistment, will be announced and 

presented at the graduation ceremony. 

3. The following award, Top 10% of the Class, will be announced and 

presented at the annual Top 10% dinner. 

4. Honor rolls and awards, academic and co-curricular, will be released for 

publication in accordance with Policy No. 8330. 

 
  
Issued:  20 November 2014 
Revised (First Reading):  March 14, 2024 






































































